Arborfield Garrison SDL - Barkham Square Park

Briefing Notes for comments to Wokingham Borough Council

Deadline: 5:00 p.m. Wednesday 17th December 2008

Landscape

● Building 850 houses on 'greenfield' site damaging to area's landscape, ecology and environment

● Proposed development would cover significant portion of open countryside between Barkham and Arborfield 

● Newly created public open space would be partly on 'brownfield' land (site of former Bailleul Barracks complex)

● High density housing within 440 yards (400m) of The Bull and Barkham Street

● Impair views from higher parts of Barkham (e.g. Coppid Hill, Edney's Hill), especially if housing density necessitates 3 storey buildings 

Separation of communities

● Erodes separation between Barkham and Arborfield - would no longer be separate settlements

● Prospect of continuous built-up area from Wokingham through Barkham to Arborfield

● Impact of new access on Barkham Road could be overwhelming for separate identity and character of Barkham

Road network

● New access on Barkham Road will cause significantly increased traffic to head towards existing critical traffic hotspots (e.g. Wokingham level crossing/town centre and Winnersh crossroads)

● Barkham Road not suitable as "key corridor" into Wokingham - residential road with little possibility of widening at critical points

● Most traffic for Bracknell should be routed along Nine Mile Ride, not along Barkham Road and through Wokingham town centre as suggested

● School Road should not carry more through traffic, especially past the infants and junior school (where traffic calming)

● Increased congestion (e.g. Wokingham level crossing) will result in longer journey times at peak periods and greater CO2 emissions

● Proposals take no account of extra congestion at Wokingham level crossing caused by planned Airtrack high speed rail link to Heathrow (or any other increase in train frequency)

● Level crossing already closed on average about 24 minutes each hour off-peak

Employment

● 4,000 new jobs will also increase (not reduce) traffic congestion as employees unlikely to live at Garrison

Public Transport

● No proposals for improvements to public transport, which vital if car dependency to be reduced

● Emphasis on using Wokingham Station ignores very slow service to London, poor frequency and inadequate parking

Housing density

● Higher housing density not appropriate for a supposedly rural area, especially if necessitates 3 storeys, and inconsistent with Village Design Statement

Flood risk

● Run-off from high density housing into Barkham Brook risks exacerbating flooding problem

Timescale

● Not acceptable to build on Barkham Square land before Garrison closes or infrastructure has been provided

