Arborfield Garrison SDL - Master Plans

Briefing Notes for comments to Wokingham Borough Council

Size of new settlement

● Tell WBC and developers that increasing size of development from 3,500 to 5,000 new dwellings not acceptable

● Prospect of expansion of new 'village' into surrounding countryside with high density housing on rural edge of settlement and inadequate infrastructure

● Playing fields and other recreational areas at risk of future development

● Overlooks are already 900 houses built on periphery of site (312 MoD and 570 private)

● Potential population of new 'village' over 11,000. This could rise to some 15,000 people if 5,000 new houses and flats built

● Inspector's Report endorses 3,500 new dwellings

● There should be a maximum size stipulated, say 3,600 new dwellings

Access to/from the SDL; Bramshill Hunt roundabout

● North-west gateway to new 'village' should not be in Langley Common Road at junction where Biggs Lane joins

● Gateway should be Bramshill Hunt roundabout on A327 (using northern end of Baird Road service road)

● Lack of direct access from north of the SDL to A327 increases likelihood of Langley Common Road, Barkham Road, Bearwood Road and School Road becoming main access roads for the SDL

● Discourage use of Langley Common Road by making it a 'T' junction off Biggs Lane

Arborfield relief road

● Bypass essential to avoid residential roads through Barkham (Langley Common Road, Barkham Road, Bearwood Road, School Road) becoming main access roads for the SDL

● Vital to complete building of Arborfield Cross Relief Road before 750 houses built (2015)

● Bypass must be high priority as 4/5 years ambitious time frame for building a new road

Local road network

● Barkham Road not suitable as key 'corridor' into Wokingham - residential road with little possibility of widening at critical points for bus priority lane or cycle track

● School Road should not carry more through traffic, especially past the primary and junior schools (where traffic calming)

● To stop traffic accessing Barkham Road/Bearwood Road via Barkham Street, Commonfield Lane should be closed to through traffic except buses and cycles

● SDL building site for 15+ years - construction traffic should be prohibited from using residential roads through Barkham

Recreational space

● Playing fields and other open spaces are vulnerable to the possibility of development, especially as developers aim to build 5,000 new dwellings

● Public open spaces and school playing fields need to be safeguarded in perpetuity against risk of future development

● Playing fields and other open spaces should be owned and managed by the community

Other

● Major upgrade to Arborfield sewage works, or building new sewage treatment works (long lead time), should be high priority 

● Langley House, 19th century farmhouse on Langley Common Road on the edge of the garrison, should be protected and retained

● There should be a separate local council to serve the new SDL community (instead of decisions being taken by Barkham and Arborfield Parish Councils)

