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Introduction
The South of the M4 Strategic Development 
Location is focused on the expansion of three 
distinct settlements: Shinfi eld, Three Mile Cross 
and Spencers Wood, all of which are situated at 
the western edge of the Borough, South of the 
M4 and between the A33 and the A327.

The concept rationale includes new growth 
focused on each settlement whilst maintaining 
distinctiveness and a separation between them 
with a new road to be included to the east of 
Shinfi eld and connecting over the M4.

Key issues

A ridgeline running southwest – northeast. 

The need for development to be sensitive 
to existing settlement character.

The Loddon valley fl oor to the east of 
Shinfi eld is subject to fl ooding.

The M4 separates the South of the M4 
SDL from Reading, acts as a barrier to 
movement and causes traffi c congestion 
in the area.

Option 1: Balance Growth of 
Three Settlements

Some development at would occur each 
settlement.

A strategic gap between Ryeish Green and 
Shinfi eld is retained.

A new residential primary street is provided 
as part of the eastern extension of Shinfi eld. 
Connecting over the M4, the new street will also 
function as a main public transport corridor.

Existing buildings in Ryeish Green Secondary 
School site will be reused for community, 
recreational and leisure purposes.

Two primary schools are proposed, west at 
Shinfi eld and at Spencers Wood. A temporary 
park and ride and public transport interchange 
is shown on adjoining land at the proposed 
Science Park.
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Option 2: West Shinfi eld 
Focus
Option 2 differs from Option 1 in the following 
respects:

A greater amount development would occur 
west of Shinfi eld. 

No development is proposed between Cutbush 
Lane and Arborfi eld Road, east of Shinfi eld.

A strategic gap is proposed between Ryeish 
Green and Shinfi eld.

Connected areas of Suitable Alternative Natural 
Greenspace (SANG) are proposed immediately 
to the south of Church Lane, and along the 
Loddon valley.

The new A327 and M4 link is proposed as free 
standing, major highway infrastructure. 

The link between the A33 and A327 will not be 
reserved. 

The two major growth areas will be connected 
with a new public transport corridor. 

Existing buildings in Ryeish Green Secondary 
School site will be reused as a new primary 
school, as well as for community, recreational 
and leisure purposes. 

Option 3: Dispersed Growth 
and East West Link
Option 2 differs from Option 1 in the following 
respects:

A strategic gap is proposed between Ryeish 
Green and Shinfi eld.

A road link between the A33 and A327 is shown 
bisecting the strategic gap.

The new A327 and M4 link is proposed as a non 
residential, major highway infrastructure. 

The growth of each settlement will be served 
from low key residential streets.

The public transport service will be enhanced 
along the existing public transport corridor.

Two primary schools are proposed at the same 
location as option 1.

Ryeish Green Secondary School site will be re-
used for a variety of uses including residential.   
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The results of this exhibition will be 
evaluated alongside the fi ndings 
from public consultation undertaken 
through workshops in June and 
July this year; and the analysis of 
technical design and development 
issues.

Following publication of the Core 
Strategy Examination Report, 
expected in October 2009, 
draft Supplementary Planning 
Documents will be prepared.

A formal 6 week consultation will 
then take place during the winter; 
with a view to adopting each 
document by Spring 2010. 

The adopted Core Strategy, 
the SPDs for each site, and 
infrastructure SPD, will provide 
the policy framework for the 
consideration of planning 
applications submitted for the 
Strategic Development Locations.

Thank you for taking the time to 
visit the exhibition.
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