Turkey and Pig Farm in The Coombes - Planning History

The original application to erect four buildings for a turkey farm was submitted to Wokingham Borough Council in January 2006. WBC determined that the proposals amounted to 'permitted agricultural development' and that accordingly no planning permission was required.

Since the units as built are larger and higher than in the original plans, and include roof lights, in August 2009 a retrospective planning application was submitted to WBC to amend the plans for Unit 2 (rest room, office) and Unit 4 (slaughtering, butchery preparation and sales) and for a change of use of Unit 4 to a slaughterhouse. 

Planning permission was refused by WBC in October 2009 on the grounds that the buildings are much more elaborate than is necessary and have a residential appearance.

In September 2009 a part-retrospective planning application to amend the plans for Unit 1 (tractor and hay store) and Unit 3 (workshop, storage of machinery and equipment) in a similar manner was submitted. 

After lengthy consideration, planning permission was refused by WBC in February 2010 on the grounds that the design and form of the buildings was inappropriate for agricultural use. 

The applicant appealed against the planning refusals and both appeals were dismissed by the Planning Inspector in September 2010. Enforcement notices were subsequently issued by Wokingham Borough Council. The applicant has now submitted enforcement appeals to the Planning Inspectorate.
There is more information on the parish council pages of the BVRA website under agenda item '11/671 Planning' of the minutes of the July 2011 main meeting.
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