
Arborfield Garrison SDL - Masterplans

Briefing Notes for comments to Wokingham Borough Council

Arborfield Cross bypass

● Bypass essential to avoid major congestion at Arborfield Cross and residential roads through Barkham (Langley Common Road, Barkham Road, Bearwood Road, School Road) becoming main access roads for the SDL

● Vital to complete building of Arborfield Cross bypass before 750 houses built (2015)

● Given 4/5 year time frame, WBC needs to commit to build bypass now rather than continue to procrastinate

● Cost of building bypass, including acquiring land, should fall on developers, not ratepayers

Barkham Bridge
● Traffic calming (e.g. traffic lights) would be welcomed

● Strongly oppose widening of bridge, which would make Barkham Road a major access route for the SDL

● Bridge close to section of Barkham Road where east-west and north-south routes through Barkham combined

Local road network; level crossing

● Barkham Road not suitable as key 'corridor' into Wokingham - residential road with little possibility of widening at critical points for bus priority lane or cycle track

● School Road should not carry more through traffic, especially past the primary and junior schools (where traffic calming)

● Level crossing mini-roundabout should be replaced by traffic light scheme synchronised with opening and closing of level crossing

● SDL building site for 15+ years - construction traffic should be prohibited from using residential roads through Barkham

Access to/from the SDL; Bramshill Hunt roundabout

● North-west gateway to new 'village' should not be in Langley Common Road at junction where Biggs Lane joins

● Gateway should be Bramshill Hunt roundabout on A327 (using northern end of Baird Road service road)

● Lack of direct access from north of the SDL to A327 increases likelihood of Langley Common Road, Barkham Road, Bearwood Road and School Road becoming main access roads for the SDL

● Discourage use of Langley Common Road by making it a 'T' junction off Biggs Lane

Sewage works

● WBC needs to decide without further delay whether a major upgrade of Arborfield sewage works or a new sewage treatment works (long lead time) is required

Recreational space

● Playing fields and other open spaces are vulnerable to the possibility of development, especially as developers aim to build 5,000 new dwellings

● Public open spaces and school playing fields need to be safeguarded in perpetuity against risk of future development

● Playing fields and other open spaces should be owned and managed by the community

Other

● Langley House, 19th century farmhouse on Langley Common Road on the edge of the garrison, should be protected and retained

● There should be a separate local council to serve the new SDL community (instead of decisions being taken by Barkham and Arborfield Parish Councils)


